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Sir: we have no such book as Moreri's Dictionary*? BOS-WELL. 'Their And" are good.' JOHNSON. 'A few of them are good; but we have one book of that kind better than any of them ; Seldon's Table-talk. As to original literature, the French have a couple of tragick poets who go round the world, Racine and Corneille, and one comick poet, Molierc.' BOSWELL. 'They have Fenelon.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, Tclcmaclnis is pretty well.' BOSWELL. ' And Voltaire, Sir.' JOHNSON. ' He has not stood his trial yet. And what makes Voltaire chiefly circulate is collection; such as his Universal History.' BOSWELL. 'What do you say to the Bishop of Meaux?' JOHNSON. 'Sir, nobody reads him3.' He would not allow Massilon and Bourdaloue to go round the world. In general, however, he gave the French much praise for their industry.
He asked me whether he had mentioned, in any of the papers of the Rambler, the description in Virgil of the entrance into Hell, with an application to the press ; ' for (said he) I do not much remember them.' I told him, ' No.' Upon which he repeated it:—
'Vestibulum ante ipsum, primisque in faucihus orci, Luctus et ultrices posuere cubilia Curae; Pallentesque habitant Morbi, tristisque Senectus, Et metus, et malesuada Fames, et turpis Egestas, Terribiles visu formae; Lethumque, LaborqueV
1' Louis Moreri, nc en Provence, en 1643. On ne s'attendait pas que 1'autcur du Pays d'amour, ct le traducteur de Rodriguez, entreprit dans sa jeunesse le premier dictionnaire de faits qu'on efit encore vu. Ce grand travail lui couta la vie . . . Mort en 1680.' Voltaire's Works, cd. 1819, xvii. 133.
Johnson looked upon Ana as an English word, for he gives it in his Dictionary.
3  I take leave to enter my strongest protest against this judgement. Bossiict I hold to be one of the first luminaries of religion and literature.   If there arc who do not read him, it is full time they should begin.   BOSWELL.
4                'Just in the gate, and in the jaws of hell,
Revengeful cares, and sullen sorrows dwell;
' Now,ai accommodeun diner qui faisait trembler toutc la France." ' Scott, in Guy Maiincriiig (ed. 1860, iii. 138), describes 'Miss Bertram's solicitude to soothe and accommodate her parent.' See ante, iv. 46, note i, for ' accomtnodatcd the ladies.' To sum up, we may say with Justice Shallow :—' Accommodated ! it comes of accommodo; very good; a good phrase.' 2 Henry IV, act iii. sc. 2.
